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February 2010  
 
 
Dear Parents 
In September your daughter moves on to Key Stage 4 of the National Curriculum.  This covers two 
years of study in Years 10 and 11, leading to GCSE or other qualifications in the Summer of 2012.   
 
She will study the following compulsory subjects: 
 

English, Maths, Science, RS, ICT, an Arts* Subject (or Triple Science), CPSHE, PE. 
 

Plus: 
 

Three ‘Option’ subjects. 
 

*Arts Subjects: Art & Design, Dance, Drama, Media Studies, Music, Photography, Textiles 
  
Our Key Stage 4 curriculum is designed to ensure breadth and balance. It conforms to the 
National Curriculum, and also reflects our status as a Specialist in Arts & Science. 
 
Your daughter will be able to explore all the possible opportunities and combinations in her 
CPSHE lessons, when there will be plenty of time for her to ask questions. In addition, please 
discuss the booklet with your daughter at home so that you have reached a decision by 2 March. 
 
A small number of pupils may be offered a course at Chichester College, or a Diploma course at 
another school. We will identify these pupils and contact their parents with further information. 
 
Your daughter will be issued with a form on which to record her choices. Please bring the 
completed form with you on Review Day, Tuesday 2 March, to which you will be invited and 
when you will have the opportunity to discuss and agree the choices with your daughter’s 
Form Teacher. 
 
NOTE: This booklet is available on the school website: 
www.chichesterhighschoolforgirls.co.uk – follow the link from the front page. 
 
See also www.myfuturesussex.com for help on choosing your options. 
 
Please keep this KS4 Curriculum Booklet for reference over the next two years. If you require 
additional information, please contact me at school at any time. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 

 
 
Mr D J Williams 
Deputy Headteacher & Director of Learning for Key Stage 4 
 

 
 
 

NOTE: This booklet is available on the school website: 
www.chichesterhighschoolforgirls.co.uk 



 3 

THE OPTIONS PROCESS 
 

2010-2012 
 
 

Key Dates 
 
 
 
 

w/b 8 Feb  This booklet issued to pupils. 
   Parents’ Consultation appointment sheets issued. 
    Pupils start to discuss choices with their parents. 
    ‘Choices’ Forms issued. 
 
 
Tues 9 Feb  Y9 Science Tests to help Science Department identify 

possible candidates for Triple Science course. 
 
 
Wed 24 Feb  Year 9 Parents’ Consultation. 
 
 
Tues 2 Mar Review Day 
 Y9 pupils & parents meet Form Tutor to finalise 

choices. 
  
 
April/May Choices are processed & timetables created for Y10.  
 If any courses are undersubscribed they will not run 

and we will need to ask pupils to choose again.  This 
may also happen if a particular combination of subjects 
proves to be impossible. 

 
 
May Pupils chosen for College Courses will be interviewed 

at Chichester College. 
 
 
June    Choices finalised. 
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The National Curriculum at Key Stage 4 
 
 
 

Compulsory Subjects 
 

o English, Mathematics, Science (‘Core’ subjects) 
o At least one Arts subject or Extra (Triple) Science) 
o Citizenship, Personal, Social & Health Education (CPSHE) 
o Physical Education 
o Religious Studies 

 

Option Subjects 
 
In Years 10 and 11 pupils study a further four subjects of their own choice. At least one of these must 
be an Arts subject, unless they intend to take Triple Science. 
 
 

 
 
 

Courses at Chichester College 
 
A small number of pupils will be invited to follow a vocational course at Chichester College on one 
day per week. These pupils will be given a separate booklet and Choices Form giving full details. 
 

The New Diploma 
 
On p41 you will find details of the Diploma which is available in other institutions in the area. The 
Diploma is not suitable for all pupils and as a school we will identify those for whom a Diploma may 
be appropriate.  

 
CHSG is a Specialist School in Arts & Science 

 

• All pupils except those following a Triple Science course must study at least one 
Arts subject. They should use the white form to make their choices 
 

• Arts subjects are: Art & Design, Dance, Drama, Media Studies, Music, 
Photography, Textiles   

 

• The most able Science pupils will automatically follow a Triple Science course. 
They should use the yellow form to make their choices 

 

• Other pupils who show ability in Science at KS3 (at good Level 6 or above) will be 
offered the opportunity to study Triple Science in place of one of their Option 
subjects. Their potential in Science will be assessed by their teachers and by a test 
set in February. They will be separately notified and if they decide to choose Triple 
Science they should use the pink form to make their choices 

 

• Note: pupils studying Triple Science are not required to choose an Arts subject, 
although they may wish to do so 
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Examinations at Key Stage 4 
 
 
 
GCSE (General Certificate of Secondary Education) replaced ‘O’ levels and CSEs in 1988. Most 
pupils take GCSEs in most of their subjects at the end of Year 11. 
 
Coursework is part of most GCSEs: work over an extended period, which could include essays, 
field work reports, art work, making products, or investigations. The work may be done at home or 
at school, or a combination of both. Coursework is normally assessed by the class teacher. The 
exam boards moderate standards by sampling. 
 
Grades at GCSE are from A*-G, depending on coursework and exam marks. A*-G are all pass 
grades, although employers and colleges may expect A*-C grades in, for example, 5 subjects 
including Maths & English. 
 
Tiers at GCSE determine the range of grades that can be awarded. The aim is for pupils to take 
an exam in which their ability will be tested, without their being thrown off course by questions that 
are much too difficult or much too easy. 
 
Mathematics has two tiers: Higher (Grades A*-C) and Foundation (Grades C-G). The most able 
pupils will be offered the chance to take Additional Maths as well as Mathematics GCSE. 
 
Science has 3 ‘Pathways’ leading either to a double GCSE award (2  Grades) or  to 3 separate 
Grades in Biology, Chemistry & Physics (‘Triple Science’). See p10-11 for full details. 
 
English leads to 2 Grades: one for English and one for English Literature. 
 
Religious Studies is a ‘short course’ taken by all pupils for one lesson per week, leading to half a 
GCSE grade. 
It is also offered as an Option subject for 3 lessons per week, leading to a full GCSE grade. Pupils 
choosing this option will also take the short course. 
 

CPSHE (Citizenship, Personal, Social, & Health Education) is taken by all pupils. They will take a 
CoPE (Certificate of Personal Effectiveness) Award, equivalent to GCSE Grade C (Level 2) or GCSE 
Grade E (Level 1). 
 
 
Most pupils at this school take GCSEs in English, English Literature, Mathematics, Science (2 or 
3), Religious Studies (½), an Arts subject plus 3 other Option subjects. 
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MAKING CHOICES 
 
 
 
 
As you choose your subjects try to work out your reasons for picking them. 
 
 

GOOD REASONS  
 
 - I know I can do it and get a good exam result. 
 - I want it to balance my other subjects and keep my career options open. 
 - I am interested in this subject and want to know more. 
 - It will help my understanding of another subject. 
 - It will be a good starter for a job. 
 - I came across it in a book or programme and it sounds interesting. 
 - I think it will broaden my view of the world. 
 

FAIR REASONS 
 
 - It seems silly to waste past work on this subject. 
 - It earned me a good mark in my last exam. 
 - My parents think I should do it. 
 - I want to try something new. 
 - It backs up an out-of-school interest. 
 - My teacher thinks I should do it. 
 

POOR REASONS 
 
 - I cannot think of anything else. 
 - I like the subject teacher. 
 - I could not make up my mind so I shut my eyes and used a pin. 
 - All my friends are choosing it. 
 
 
 

Frequently-Asked Questions (FAQs) 
 
Q: I want to go on to Sixth form & possibly University. What should I choose? 
A: Universities do look at GCSE results when selecting students, so you should choose subjects that you 
enjoy and in which you will get the best possible grades. Grades matter more than choice of subjects, 
although if there is a subject you want to study more than anything at University, you should choose it or a 
subject like it. If you intend to study a language at A Level you should continue with it at GCSE. 
 
Q: How can I find out about new subjects? 
A: From this booklet, from talks in assembly, from older students, and from the Heads of those subjects, who 
will be pleased to explain. 
 
Q: Will I get all the subjects I choose? 
A: We will try to fit everything in for you, but if very few girls choose a subject, it will be cancelled and your 
reserve choice will be used, or you may be asked to choose again. 
 
Q: Will I be with my friends next year? 
A: Even if you take exactly the same subjects as your friends, there is no guarantee you will be in the same 
group. 
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 COMPULSORY SUBJECTS 
 
 
 
 
 
 

English 
 
 

Mathematics 
 
 

Science 
 
 

Citizenship, Personal, Social & Health Education 
(CPSHE) 

 
 

Physical Education 
 
 

Religious Studies 
 

 
 

N.B Arts Subjects appear in the ‘Option Subjects’ section 
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ENGLISH / ENGLISH LITERATURE 
 

Syllabus: AQA Specification (3702 / 3712) 
 
 
 

Aim 
English at Key Stage 4 will result, for most students, in the achievement of 2 
GCSE grades – one in English Language, the second in English Literature. 
You will have numerous chances to develop your skills in: 
Speaking and Listening (including your ability to formulate and express 
ideas; listen, understand and respond to others; and take part in drama 
activities.) 
Reading (including your abilities to read accurately and fluently; understand, 
respond to and enjoy literature from English literary heritage and from 
different cultures and traditions.) 
Writing (including use of your skills to develop ideas and communicate 
meaning in Standard English; organise and structure sentences correctly; 
and develop essential presentational skills including accurate punctuation, 
spelling and legible handwriting.) 
 

Content 
You will read and explore a wide range of texts including novels, poems, 
plays, non fiction material and items from the media. You will write in a 
variety of styles including: 

• to explore, imagine and entertain; 

• to inform, explain and describe; 

• to argue, persuade and advise; 

• to analyse, review and comment. 
You will also take part in oral activities individually, in pairs and in groups. 
 
 

Assessment 
For English Language you must produce four assessments which will be 
completed in school under controlled conditions.  You will complete a 
variety of speaking and listening activities which are also assessed in 
school.  There is one external examination which assesses reading and 
writing skills. 
 
For English Literature you will have to submit a fifth assignment completed 
under controlled conditions at school.  These are two external examinations 
which assess your understanding of a ‘modern text’ and ‘poetry across 
time’. 
 
 

Homework 
You will be expected to read set texts, develop your coursework and 
undertake other related reading and writing tasks. Homework will be set at 
least once a week. 
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MATHEMATICS 
 

Syllabus:   To be confirmed as per Government changes due to be 
introduced during 2010 

 
 
 
Aim 
Maths is fun and challenging! 
 Maths GCSE will enable you to achieve success in the essential skills of 
numeracy and problem solving. You will need these skills in other subjects in 
the curriculum and everyday life. 
 
The course will develop your ability to think and reason mathematically. It will 
help you realise the application of Maths in the world around you and also 
help prepare you for further study. 
 
 

Content 
  
There are two tiers of entry: Foundation (C-G) 
    Higher  (A*-D) 
 
Our most able students will be given the opportunity to sit the Additional 
Mathematics course in addition to GCSE Mathematics as preparation for the 
A Level course. 
 
Students will be expected to bring to every lesson all the normal mathematical 
equipment and a scientific calculator. 
 
 

Assessment  
This is a 100% exam based course, there is no coursework 
The Government is making big changes to the Maths curriculum this year and 
this will have an influence upon the exact assessment arrangements. 
 

 
Homework 
You will be expected to complete homework tasks of up to 2 hours per week. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“The most 
enjoyable part of 

Maths is when you 
have a difficult 

problem and you 
get the right 

answer.” 
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SCIENCE 
 

Syllabuses: AQA  
 
Pathway 1a (Triple Award Science) 
GCSE  Biology, Chemistry, Physics  (‘Express’ triple GCSE award 
course in 11 lessons per fortnight). All students will complete the 
higher* examination papers. 
 
Pathway 1b (Triple Award Science) 
GCSE  Biology, Chemistry, Physics  (triple GCSE award course in 11 
lessons per week + 5 lessons as an option). Students have to select 
Science as an option. Students may complete the higher* or 
foundation* examination papers. 
 
Pathway 2 
GCSE Science plus Additional Science (double GCSE award course in 
11 lessons per fortnight). Students may complete the higher* or 
foundation* examination papers. 
 
Pathway 3 
GCSE Science plus Additional Applied Science (double GCSE award 
course in 11 lessons per fortnight) 
 
 
Aim 
The Chichester High School for Girls offers a suite of courses providing 
pathways designed to cater for the differing needs and abilities of our 
pupils. All Key Stage 4 science pupils will:  
 
• Learn about the way science and scientists work within society;  
• Consider the relationships between data, evidence, theories and 

explanations; 
• Develop their practical, problem-solving and enquiry skills, working 

individually and in groups; 
• Evaluate enquiry methods and conclusions both quantitatively and 

qualitatively; 
• Communicate their ideas with clarity and precision; 
• Develop their ability to relate their understanding of science to their own 

and others’ lifestyles, and to scientific and technological developments 
in society. 

 
 

Assessment 
Pathways 1a 1b :  Year 10 – 6 x 30 minute module tests 
                              Year 11 - 6 x 45 minute written tests 
                               25% coursework 
 
Pathway 2:        Year 10 – 6 x 30 minute module tests 
                               25% coursework 
                               Year 11 – 3 x 45 minute written tests 
                               25% coursework 
                   
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“Science relates to 

everyday life.” 
 

 
“Science has 

explained many 
things and 

broadened my 
horizons.” 
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Pathway 3:        Year 10 – 6 x 30 minute module tests 
                               25% coursework 
                               Year 11 – 1 x 60 minute written test 
                                60% coursework 
 
 
 
 
Pathway overview 
 
Pathways 1a / 1b : 
1a. This pathway – the Triple Science ‘Express’ pathway is particularly 
challenging as it requires pupils to study 3 GCSE subjects (biology, 
chemistry and physics) in the timetable allocation of two. However, to 
ease the burden, three Science Study days will be bolted on to the 
course. Three in Year 10 and three in Year 11. The demanding nature of 
this pathway makes it accessible to only the most able and committed of 
our students and will consist of one set of 30 girls. 

1b. In this pathway we expect girls to achieved a secure level 6 in Science 
in their assessments throughout the year, as well as the examination 
occurring in February. This is a demanding course and requires students 
to be committed. It is important to remember that girls who take this 
pathway will be using up one of their options. 

 
Pathways 2 & 3 :  

 
These two pathways result in the girls achieving a Double Award 
qualification. The Year 10 course is exactly the same in both pathways. 
However, in Year 11, Pathway 2 girls complete ‘Additional Science’ and 
Pathway 3 girls complete Applied Science.  
 
Applied Science includes much more coursework (60%) and suits girls 
who enjoy investigative practical work and only involves one examination 
in the summer term of Y11.  
 
The assessment of Additional Science is more traditional with less 
emphasis on coursework. There will be three examinations for Additional 
Science in January & June of Y11. 

 
It is important to note that Pathway 2 provides a perfectly acceptable 
foundation for ‘A’ level Sciences, whereas Pathway 3 will only be 
acceptable as a foundation to a vocational science qualification at  
‘A’ level. 

 
  

* Higher Tier:   grade range   A* - D 
* Foundation Tier:  grade range   C  - G 
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CITIZENSHIP, PERSONAL, SOCIAL & 
HEALTH EDUCATION 
 

Syllabus:  
1. National Curriculum themes of Citizenship and PSHE   
2. Full Course GCSE Citizenship 
 
 

Aim 
To succeed in the world of today, individuals need to develop a range of 
personal, social, academic and vocational skills.  The Citizenship and PSHE 
Programme encourages you to identify such skills thus increasing your level 
of personal confidence, social competence and self-esteem.  
 
 

Content 
You will be guided through a range of activities linked to the National 
Curriculum themes and also be given the opportunity to listen to invited 
speakers on health, careers and the law. Emphasis is placed on the 
planning and preparation for Work Experience, which involves a two-week 
work placement during the summer term of Year 10.   
 
 

Assessment 
You will be assessed throughout KS4 using the end of Key Stage 
statements for PSHE and the National Curriculum levels for Citizenship.  In 
addition you will complete the Full Course GCSE Citizenship qualification.  
This consists of two 1 hour written exams accounting for 40% of the marks 
and two pieces of coursework, accounting for 60% of the marks.  Most 
coursework will be completed during lesson time. 
 
 

Homework 
You will be expected to complete work which will contribute to your GCSE 
course. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“These are 
enjoyable 
sessions, 

incredibly useful 
and valuable 

preparation for 
everyday life in a 

sometimes 
complex world.” 

 
“Work experience 

was fun and a 
great taster of the 

adult world of 
work.” 
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
 
Syllabus:   AQA Entry Level Certificate in Physical Education 
 
 
 

Aim 
You will be given the opportunity to plan, perform and evaluate as well as 
improve your knowledge, skills and understanding of a range of physical 
activities. 
 
 

Content 
You will choose your own programme of activities to take you through Year 
10 and 11.  Health Related Exercise must be included and at least two 
activities studied in depth. Choices include games activities (invasion, 
net/wall and striking), dance, athletics and swimming. 
 
 

Assessment 
Assessment is 100% coursework. You will receive a level 1, 2 or 3 
(highest) at the end of the Key Stage. 
 
Your practical performance will be assessed as well as your understanding 
of rules / regulations and your ability to evaluate and improve performance 
and undertake an exercise training programme. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

“Core PE is very 
enjoyable for 

many reasons. 
The teaching 

environment is 
much more adult, 
the atmosphere is 
relaxed and you 
get to choose 

which activity you 
want to take part 

in. There is a 
much larger range 

of activities to 
choose from, so 

you could try 
something 

completely new.” 
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RELIGIOUS  STUDIES 
 

Syllabus:  OCR Syllabus A (World Religions) Short Course 
(leads to Half-GCSE) 
 
 
 

Aim 
You will build upon the foundations laid down at KS3. You will have the 
opportunity to develop your knowledge, skills and understanding of 
religion through exploration of the significance and impact of beliefs, 
teachings, sources, practices, ways of life and forms of expressing 
meaning. You will also learn how to express personal responses and give 
informed insights on fundamental questions and issues about identity, 
belonging, purpose, truth, values and commitments. 
 
 

Content 
You will study two units for the GCSE Short Course.  All pupils will study 
either Judaism OR Sikhism. 
 
 

Assessment 
You will be expected to sit two written papers, each lasting one hour.  
There is no coursework. 

• One assessment  ‘Beliefs, Special Days, Divisions and 
Interpretations’ (50%) will be sat at the end of year 10 

• One assessment  ‘Worship, Community, and Family, Sacred 
Writings’ (50%) will be sat it the end of year 11 

• You can re-sit each unit once 
 
 

Homework 
You will be expected to complete regular homework tasks, including exam 
questions, research tasks and creative work. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“It’s a really good 

opportunity to 
study a wide 

range of different 
ideas and 

cultures.  Some of 
the philosophical 
topics are really 
invigorating.” 
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OPTION SUBJECTS 
 

Art & Design* 

Business Studies 

Child Development 

Dance* 

Drama* 

Food 

French 

Geography 

German 

Graphic products 

History 

Information & Communication Technology 

Latin 

Leisure & Tourism  

Media studies* 

Music* 

Performing Arts – Specialising in Dance* 

Photography* 

Physical Education GCSE 

Product Design 

Religious Studies (Ethics and Philosophy) 

Sociology 

Textiles* 

 

*Arts Subjects 
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ART & DESIGN 
 

Syllabus:  AQA  GCSE 
 
 
Aim 
To develop your skills within Art and Design, visit galleries and research the work 
of artists and designers and produce a body of work which conveys your 
responses to the world around you. 
 
 
 

Content 
This is a broad course exploring practical and critical/contextual work through a 
range of 2D and/or 3D processes and new media and technologies. It is an 
unendorsed course where candidates can work in appropriate art, craft and design 
materials and processes. Candidates should produce practical and contextual work 
associated worth two or more of the endorsed areas of study. 
 

• Fine Art 

• Graphic Communication 

• Textile Design 

• Three-Dimensional Design 

• Photography: lens based and light based media 

 
 
Coursework will be presented as a PORTFOLIO or FOLDER of work which 
includes the sketchbook used throughout Years 10 and 11. 

 
Assessment 
 
Exam Setting 
AQA will set an exam containing a selection of starting points. Exam papers will 
be issued to candidates from 1st January in the year of the examination. 
 
Taking the exam 
There is unlimited preparation time followed by a ten hour period of sustained 
focused study in which candidates are expected to develop their own unaided 
work informed by their preparatory studies. During the preparatory period, 
teachers may discuss starting points with candidates and give them guidance on 
the choice of materials, how to carry out preparatory studies or how to begin 
research on their chosen starting point. 
 
 
UNIT 2 Externally Set Task (EXAM) 
Candidates should carefully select and present work for assessment which 
provides evidence of meeting all four assessment objectives. All the work 
selected for this unit must be submitted at the end of the ten hour period and will 
be marked as a whole. Work will be marked by the centre and moderated by 
AQA. 

Continued/….. 
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You will be assessed throughout the course informally by your teacher. There is a 
10 hour exam at the end of Year 11 which is assessed alongside your units of 
coursework by your teacher and by moderation by the Exam Board.  You have 
time in school to prepare for your exam which includes help from your teacher. 
 
 

Homework 
You complete homework each week using your sketchbook. The sketchbook 
forms part of your portfolio of work. 
 
 

Trips 
There are two trips, one in Year 10 and one in Year 11.  In 2008, for example, 
Year 10 visited Pallant House Gallery to see a surrealist college exhibition. 
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BUSINESS STUDIES 
 

Syllabus: ICAAE  GCSE in Business Studies 
 
 
 

Aim 
This course aims to develop your understanding of the business world and 
it helps you prepare for the working environment. You will investigate all 
aspects of the business world and this course will be of value to you 
whether or not you are expecting to leave school or go on to Further or 
Higher Education. 
 
 

Content 
You will be studying business activity in the UK and the world at large.  
The objectives of business, the concept of enterprise and the alternative 
forms of business organisations available to entrepreneurs will be 
examined.  The processes a business goes through to successfully meet 
the needs of consumers and how businesses recruit, train, manage, 
motivate and control their workforces.  Focus will be paid to the methods 
used by a business to choose a location, produce goods, control stock 
and to ensure a quality product of service is produced.  It also examines 
the problems inherent with exporting.  Students will understand the use 
and importance of financial information and external constraints that affect 
business performance.  Lastly the area of business ethics is examined. 
 
The course is very varied and wherever possible effort is made to take you 
outside the classroom and visit the real world of business.  The course is 
based on active learning, critical thinking and pupil-led investigation. 
 

Assessment  
You will investigate a real business and produce a report  in Year 11. The 
final exam consists of structured questions based on a pre-released case 
study which will test your knowledge on the areas outlined in the content 
section. 
 
You will be assessed by a combination of exam and controlled 
assessment (the report) 

 
75% final exam (2 hours) 

  25% controlled assessment (3 hours + research time) 
 
 

Homework  
Tasks will be varied but all students will be expected to complete one 
piece of homework per week. Tasks may include written work, reading a 
newspaper article, researching information on a particular business or 
watching a business related TV programme. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
“Business 

Studies is great, 
it teaches us 
about money 

and the society 
we live in.  It’s 

also really 
enjoyable.  We 

love it!” 
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CHILD DEVELOPMENT 
 

Syllabus:  OCR GCSE  
 
 
 

Aim 
To encourage an understanding of the overall needs of young children 
and the social and environmental influences which affect their 
development in a contemporary, changing and multi cultural society. 
 
To encourage the understanding of the wide range of factors which affect 
the decision to have children, and the responsibilities of parenthood. 
 
 

Content 
You will have the opportunity to have access to a wide number of 
resources which will help to prepare you for a written examination. You will 
also be expected to complete in depth coursework.  It is essential that you 
have access to a child or children who are at present aged between 0 and 
3 years old. 
 
 

Assessment 
You will be assessed on an examination at the end of the course; this 
accounts for 40% of the total of the marks.  You will also be required to 
submit three resource tasks which are completed in Year 10.  The long 
individual task is completed in Year 11 and this with the three resource 
tasks accounts for the remaining 60% of the marks. 
 
 

Homework 
You will be expected to complete homework which is set each week on 
topics covered previously in lesson time or on work related to coursework.  
The use of ICT is encouraged at all times but in particular with the 
presentation of coursework. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“I love these 
lessons and have 

been really 
inspired by them. I 
am very proud of 
the coursework 

that I have 
completed”. 

 
 
 

“I really enjoy 
Child 

Development. I’ve 
learnt so much in 
a short space of 

time it’s one of my 
favourite lessons”. 
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DANCE 
 

Syllabus:  AQA GCSE Dance 
 
 
 

Aim 
To develop your knowledge and understanding of dance through the 
components of Choreography, Performance and Appreciation. 
 
 

Content 
The course is practical in its approach and it builds on the dance 
foundations you have experienced in Years 7, 8 and 9.  Any dance 
experience you may have had out of school is a useful asset but it is not 
essential.  During the course you will be expected to undertake a certain 
amount of research and written work based on dance styles, techniques 
and choreographers.  You will also be given the opportunity to explore the 
design and promotional elements of dance. Most of the time you will 
spend dancing. 
 
Pupils selecting this option will complete the GCSE Performing Arts – 
specialising in Dance course in year 10 and the GCSE Dance in year 11. 
 
 

Requirements 
You will need a good level of physical fitness, and interest in or enjoyment 
of dance and the ability to work individually, with a partner and as part of a 
group.  As well as being able to perform confidently you will need to be 
able to choreograph dances to convey meaning. You will also need to 
have good analytical and research skills and the ability to write concise 
essays. 
 
 

Assessment 
The work is assessed through four units: 

1. Written examination, externally assessed 20% 
2. Set Dance practical examination, externally assessed 20% 
3. Performance in a duo/group controlled assessment, internally 

assessed and moderated 20% 
4. Choreography, internally assessed and moderated 40% 

 
 

Homework 
You will be set a piece of homework every week.  This may take the form 
of written work, performance learning or choreography. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“I am enjoying 
GCSE Dance 

because you have 
lots of fun working 

with people to 
create and 

perform a dance. 
Since the 

beginning of term 
we have done 

many dances all 
different styles 

and I have 
enjoyed all of 

them.” 
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DRAMA  
 
Syllabus: – Edexcel Drama 
 
Aim: 

• To develop knowledge of theatre, focusing on drama skills and 
techniques. 

• To develop an understanding and response to a variety of play texts. 

• To increase self and group awareness and the ability to appreciate 
and evaluate the work of others. 

• To develop skills of creativity, self confidence, concentration, self-
discipline and communication. 

 
Content 

• The drama course is split into three units: 

• In the first unit you will use drama to explore and develop ideas 
based around a drama text (stimuli).   

• In the second unit you will explore and develop a play script, 
focusing on how the playwright expresses their ideas within their 
writing. 

• In the third unit you will be involved in the performance of a play 
from an existing script. 

 
Assessment 
 
Unit 1 (30%): This is a six hour exam which will be undertaken in workshop 
conditions during lesson time.  You will also be required to complete a 
portfolio of 2000 words which captures your practical process, this exam is 
assessed internally (20% practical / 10% written). 
 
Unit 2 (30%): This is a six hour exam which will be undertaken in workshop 
conditions during lesson time.  You will also be required to complete a 
portfolio of 2000 words which captures your practical process, this exam is 
assessed internally (20% practical / 10% written). 
 
Unit 3 (40%): This section of the examination is a practical performance of 
an existing script.  This is externally examined, you will perform the play in 
front of a small audience and the examiner will be there to mark you.  You 
are marked only on the performance. 
 
Homework 
You will be expected to complete mini-portfolios, learn lines and undertake 
research projects. 
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FOOD 
 

Syllabus:  AQA  GCSE 
 
 

Aim 
This is a highly motivating course involving all aspects of food.  You will use your 
knowledge and understanding of food to design and make exciting new products that 
appeal to various consumers. 
 

Content 
In order to complete this course you must complete two units. 
Unit 1 (40% of total marks) Assessed by a written 2 hour paper. 
This is split into 3 sections 
1.1 Materials and components 
This is where you learn about a wide range of food and gain an understanding of how they 
function e.g. how do sauces thicken, what makes shortcrust pastry short etc. You will also 
learn about nutrition and the nutritional properties of food. We will look at what happens to 
food during preparation and cooking and the importance of weighing and measuring. 
Healthy eating is also a key part. 
The way this unit will be taught will be through theory lessons, workshops and practical 
lessons. 
You will also have to show you are competent with a range of practical skills from 
chopping and slicing of fruit and vegetables, to cake making, pastry making, cooking with 
meat, fish, eggs as well as paying attention to finish by glazing, piping and garnishing. 
1.2 Design and market influences 
This is where you will be able to use your knowledge and understanding of the working 
characteristics of food together with processing techniques in order to design and make a 
food product. 
1.3 Processes and manufacture 
In this section you should know and understand that food products are developed and 
made safe to eat by how products are combined and their processing techniques. For 
example, looking at additives, hygiene and safety, safe storage of food and food products, 
large scale manufacture of products and technological developments eg Genetically 
Modified foods. 
Unit 2 (60% of total marks) 
This is a piece of coursework which is looking at Design and Making in practice. You will 
spend 45 hours working on this. The exam board will set a task and you will have to follow 
the design process in order to complete it. It will involve both writing and practical work. 
You will produce a portfolio of work that will contain photographic evidence of your 
practical work. The use of ICT is actively encouraged. 
www.aqa.org.uk – for further information or see Mrs Smith  
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FRENCH 
 
Syllabus:  AQA  GCSE 
 
 
 

Aims 
A GCSE in French is a valuable qualification and a wider range of job 
opportunities will be open to you if you are competent in at least one modern 
language. Universities value languages highly, either studied individually or 
combined with other subjects. If you are contemplating studying Travel and 
Tourism at a later date, you should seriously consider taking a language to 
accompany it. 
 
 

Content 
You will build upon the work you have done during Key Stage 3. You will 
learn more about the topic areas which you have already covered, such as 
relationships with family and friends, free time and your home and local area.  
You will also cover new contexts, for example current and future jobs, media, 
new technologies, social issues and equality and current problems facing the 
planet, as well as continuing to learn about the customs and way of life of the 
country.  You will also have the opportunity to visit France and will take part 
in regular conversations with the French Assistant. 
 
 

Assessment 
You will be examined at the end of Year 11 in listening and reading, either 
at Higher or Foundation level. You will also complete two controlled 
speaking assessments and two controlled written assessments. 
 

Homework 
You will be expected to complete two homework tasks per week ranging 
from vocabulary and grammar learning to reading comprehensions and 
written assignments. 
 
Why Learn French? 
French is the native language of some 200 million people worldwide and is 
the second language of millions more. In the Americas, it is an official 
language of Canada and it is spoken in the Caribbean. It is also spoken in 
South-East Asia, North America, Western and Central Africa. 
 
French is the language of business, technology and medicine. French 
fashion designers, artists, musicians, chefs and film makers have 
influence throughout the world. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
“I am currently 
studying both 
French and 

Spanish at this 
school, not only 
because I enjoy 
them, but also 

because they are 
incredibly useful 
for your future 

career”. 
 

“Doing Modern 
Languages at this 

school is great 
because, no 

matter what your 
ability, you will 
receive all the 

help you need to 
succeed”. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 24 

GEOGRAPHY 

Syllabus:   AQA Geography A 
 

Aim 
GCSE Geography allows the opportunity to develop: 

• communication skills 

• graphical and cartographical skills 

• technological skills, including ICT and GIS 

• interpersonal skills through debate and discussion 

• literacy and numeracy 

• problem solving skills 

• entrepreneurial skills and awareness of career possibilities. 

• allow the opportunity for personalised and independent learning 

• allow the development of ‘awe and wonder’ which will allow candidates to 
fully appreciate and learn from the world around them. 

 
Content 
 
Unit 1: Physical Geography 
Section A 
The Restless Earth 
Rocks, Resources and Scenery 
Challenge of Weather and Climate 
Living World 
 
Section B 
Water on the Land 
Ice on the Land 
The Coastal Zone 
 
Unit 3: Local Fieldwork Investigation 

Unit 2: Human Geography 
Section A 
Population Change 
Changing Urban Environments 
Changing Rural Environments 
 
 
Section B 
The Development Gap 
Globalisation 
Tourism 
 
 

 
Assessment 
 
Unit 1: Physical Geography 
One exam at the end of Year 10 
37.5% of the total marks 
1 hour 30 min 
Unit 2: Human Geography 
One exam at the end of Year 11 
37.5% of the total marks 
1 hour 30 min 
Unit 3: Local Fieldwork Investigation 
Completed in the summer term of Year 10 
25% of the total marks 
Marked out of 60. Maximum word guidance of 2000. 
6 hour write-up under direct supervision. 
 
Homework 
You will be expected to complete regular homework assignments. Homework is 
made up of a variety of tasks including research on case studies, completion of 
problem solving exercises, and examination question practice. 
You will have access to resources online such as power points, past papers, 
discussion forums and audio and video revision to help with your homework and 
coursework tasks. 

  
 
 
 
 

“Geograp
hy the 
best 

choice I 
made! 

Find out 

what 

effect 

people are 

having on 

the planet 

and how 

people live 

in other 

countries.” 
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GERMAN 
 
Syllabus:  OCR  GCSE 

 
Aim 
A GCSE in German is a valuable qualification and a wider range of job opportunities 
will be open to you if you are competent in at least one modern language. Universities 
tend to value languages highly and if you are contemplating studying Travel and 
Tourism at a later date, you should seriously consider taking a language to accompany 
it. 
 

Content 
You will build upon the work you have done during Key Stage 3. You will learn more 
about the topic areas which you have already covered, such as family and friends, free 
time and entertainment and your home.  You will also cover new topic areas, for 
example careers and future plans, as well as continuing to learn about the customs and 
way of life of the country. You will also have the opportunity to visit Germany and will 
take part in conversations with native German speakers. 
 
 

Assessment 
You will be examined at the end of Year 11 in listening and reading, either at Higher 
or Foundation level. You will also complete two controlled speaking assessments 
and two controlled written assessments. 
 

Homework 
You will be expected to complete two homework tasks per week ranging from 
vocabulary and grammar learning to reading comprehensions and written 
assignments. 
 
Why Learn German? 
German is the native language of over 100 million people in Germany, Austria, 
Switzerland and other countries.   German is the third most studied foreign language 
in the world – only English and Japanese have more students worldwide. 
 
German is used increasingly as a second language, because of it’s significance as a 
language of business, science and technology.  Scientists from Germany, Austria 
and Switzerland have won 21 Nobel Peace Prizes in Physics, 30 in Chemistry, and 
25 in Medicine, while many other Nobel Prize winners were educated at German 
universities.  Students in many fields of learning find a knowledge of German not 
only useful but essential. 
 
Tourism will soon be the largest industry in the world, and Germans are the most 
widely travelled tourists! 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“I am 
currently 
studying 

both 
French 

and 
German 
at this 
school, 
not only 

because I 
enjoy 

them, but 
also 

because 
they are 
incredibly 
useful for 

your 
future 

career”. 
 

“Doing 
Modern 

Language
s at this 
school is 

great 
because, 
no matter 
what your 

ability, 
you will 
receive 
all the 

help you 
need to 

succeed.” 
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GRAPHIC PRODUCTS 
 
Syllabus: OCR GCSE 
 
 
 
Aim 
 
This course will encourage you to develop fully your Design and ICT 
capability through a variety of graphics based activities, involving a wide 
range of problems, graphics materials and processes. A must for those 
intending to follow a career in design and advertising. 
 
 
Content 
 
You will cover the specification of this course through a number of minor 
projects in a new purpose built room.  You may be designing and making 
some or all of the following plus products of your own choice. 
 

• Ipod design and packaging 

• Mobile phone  

• DVD case and packaging 

• Pop up book 

• Perfume box and poster 
 
ICT will play an important part in your design (CAD) and production (CAM) 
of your work. The type of software used will include Pro Desktop, 2D Design 
and Corel Draw. You will be using the latest Technology including, Laser 
Cutters, Digital Cameras, Scanners and other Computer Aided 
Manufacturing processes. You will have to produce a major project of your 
choice.   
 
 
Assessment 
 
Coursework 60%  Examination 40% 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
“I  found the 

skills and tasks I 
completed to be 
invaluable in not 
only my A levels 
but other GCSE 

subjects” 
 
 
 
 

“My ICT skills 
were greatly 

enhanced with 
the different 
projects we 

completed over 
the two years” 

 
 

“it was great to 
create my own 

stylised brand of 
perfume using 

the same 
techniques the 

professionals do“ 
 
 

“I am now a 
designer for 

Monsoon and 
found this GCSE 
essential in my 

success” 
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HISTORY 
 

Syllabus:   Edexcel History B (Schools History Project) 
 
 
 

Aim 
To provide you with an enjoyable and challenging History course that gives 
a good understanding of the development of modern Britain: skills that 
provide you with a solid basis for further ‘A’ Level study. 
 
 

Content 
You will be studying topics in four units: 
 

• Unit 1A: Medicine and treatment 

• Unit 2A: The transformation of British Society 1815 - 1851 

• Unit 3A: The transformation of surgery c1848 - 1918 

• Unit 4A: Representations of history CA8 Crime, policing and punishment 
in England 1880 - 1990 

 
 

Assessment 
 
For units 1, 2 and 3 you will take an examination in either January or June 
and unit 4 is a controlled assessment and you will research a task and then 
write it up in the classroom. 
 
 

Homework 
You will be expected to complete one hour of homework a week and it will 
include similar activities to those carried out in class but also additional 
research. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“There were 
many reasons 
why I chose 
History as a 

GCSE. These 
include finding it 

interesting in 
Year 9. I thought 
that it would give 

me a broader 
mind.  It has 

helped me when 
writing essays in 
other subjects 
for example 

English, and has 
helped with 

Science as well 
as we cover the 

history of 
medicine.  Over 
the two years I 

have done 
history I have 
found it very 

interesting and 
learnt a lot of 
new skills”. 
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INFORMATION & COMMUNICATION 
TECHNOLOGY 
 

Syllabus: OCR National Diploma in ICT 
 
 
 

Aim 
 
To provide an enjoyable way to learn new ICT skills in a course that is both 
challenging and relevant to how you use ICT. Most students will obtain at 
least a Level 2 National Award (equivalent to 2 GCSEs grades A* - C).  
Some may be able to go on to obtain the Level 2 National First Certificate 
(equivalent to 3 GCSEs grades A* - C). 
 
As part of the course you will learn the ICT skills often asked for by 
employers and needed throughout life. The course provides a good 
foundation to go on and study ‘A’ level ICT. 
 
 

Content 
 
The course is made up of a number of projects, which you will be expected 
to complete in lessons as well as for homework. In the first topic, you will 
cover the major components of Microsoft Office in the ‘Skills for Business’ 
topic in the form of a small company or student society club.  
 
Other possible projects include: 
 

• Web site design 

• Video creation and editing 

• Image creation, animation and photo editing 

• Desktop publishing 

• Spreadsheets 

• Design and production of multimedia products 

• E-commerce 
 
 
 
 

Assessment 
 
100% Coursework 
 
 

Homework 
 
You will be expected to work on your projects at home for around 1 hour per 
week. 
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LATIN 
 
Syllabus:  OCR  GCSE 
 
 
 

Aim 
You will progress to reading ‘real’ Latin, whilst learning more about the 
Romans. You will develop your mental agility, your logical reasoning and 
your memory. You will also learn a great deal about English and it will assist 
you with other languages. 
 
You will find this a stimulating and enjoyable subject, and you will obtain a 
highly regarded qualification, not available to all state school pupils. 
Universities tend to value Latin highly. 
 
 

Content 
You will complete the Cambridge Latin Course and gradually progress to 
reading extracts of real Latin.  By the end of Year 10 you will have met all 
the grammar which you need to know. You will therefore have plenty of time 
to become really familiar with it. There is a set vocabulary list, and you will 
find that you know many of the words already. 
 
Before the end of Year 10 you will start work on set texts (passages from 
the works of Roman writers).  We read these together in lessons and 
prepare them thoroughly so that examination questions can be tackled with 
confidence. Some of these passages will tell you about aspects of life in 
Roman times, others come from famous myths.  
 
 

Assessment 
You will sit examination papers, which contain questions in English on set 
text passages and passages in Latin for translation and comprehension.  
There are no grammar questions and you will not have to do coursework. 
 
 

Homework 
You will be expected to do two short homeworks each week, similar in  
length and type to your current homework. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Latin is 
challenging and 

promotes a 
deeper thinking, 
whilst improving 

our 
understanding of 

the English 
Language.” 

 
“There is 

absolutely no 
coursework 
involved and 

universities are 
impressed by a 
Latin GCSE, not 
to mention the 
fact that it is an 

enjoyable 
subject!” 
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LEISURE & TOURISM  
 

Syllabus:  Edexcel GCSE in Leisure and 
Tourism (2LT01) 
 

Aim 
This course aims to enable you to investigate the Leisure & Tourism 
industry which may act as a first step for those students who may wish to 
pursue a career in one of the many interesting areas in the industry.  Job 
opportunities will be in areas such as sport and recreation, hotel 
management, entertainment, travel and tourism.  You will have the 
opportunity to apply learning in a practical, realistic way and follow a 
programme of study that enables progression to further courses in Further 
and Higher Education and employment in leisure or tourism. 
 
You will develop Key Skills, such as ICT, which are highly valued by 
employers and further education and gain confidence by developing 
independent learning skills.  Outside speakers and visits to businesses in 
the leisure industry will be incorporated where appropriate. 
 

Content 
The course aims to give you the opportunity to understand the nature of the 
Leisure & Tourism industry and the contribution that Leisure & Tourism 
makes to society and the economy.  You will study the types of 
organisations that operate in Leisure & Tourism, the factors influencing how 
we choose what to do in our leisure time.  It will also introduce you to 
tourism destinations, their impact and sustainability.  You will also study 
visitor attractions, leisure facilities and tourist destinations, look at how 
organisations in the industry provide services for different types of 
customers and lastly to understand the employment opportunities available 
in Leisure & Tourism. 
 
 

Assessment  
You will be assessed by a combination of exam and controlled assessment: 
 
Unit 1: The Leisure & Tourism Industry (40% of the total GCSE) 1 hour 
externally assessed examination paper.  The paper will consist of multiple-
choice, short-answer and extended-writing style questions covering all the 
unit topics. 
Unit 4: Customers and Employment in Leisure & Tourism (60% of the total 
GCSE) is a controlled assessment task covering the unit content and 
provided by Edexcel. 
 
 

Homework  
Tasks will be varied, but all students will be expected to complete one piece 
of homework per week.  Tasks may include written work, reading a 
newspaper article, researching information on a particular organisation or 
watching a Leisure & Tourism related TV programme. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

”This course 
looks great. We 

would have 
chosen it if we 
could have…” 
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MEDIA STUDIES 
 

Syllabus:  OCR  GCSE 
 
 
Aim 
The aim of this course is to enable you to develop a critical understanding 
of a range of media texts and the ways in which they are read and 
understood by different audiences.  You will be encouraged to develop an 
awareness of the debates surrounding the role of the media within society 
and to understand the links between media institutions, products and their 
audiences.  You will also have the opportunity to acquire practical 
production skills in a variety of media. 
 
 

Content 
GCSE Media Studies uses four major concepts which form the basis of the 
subject content. 

• Media Language  

• Institutions 

• Audience 

• Representation 
 
Media Forms/Platforms 

• Television 

• Film 

• Video 

• Advertising and Marketing 

• Popular Music 

• News 
 
 

Assessment  
The course is made up of three units : 
 
Unit B321 – The Individual Media Studies Production = 30% of GCSE.  This 
is a Controlled Assessment unit that is internally assessed and externally 
moderated.  You will produce an individual portfolio.  The topics you will 
work on will be Advertising and Television Soaps; 
 
Unit B323 – Textual Analysis and Media Studies Topics (Moving Image) = 
40% GCSE.   This is an examinable unit where you, in Section A, will 
analyse and respond to a short, unseen, moving image.  In Section B you 
will answer questions based on Audience and Institutions through studying 
Television Comedy; 
 
Unit B324 – Production Portfolio in Media Studies = 30% of GCSE.   This is 
a Controlled Assessment unit that is internally assessed and externally 
moderated.  You will produce a major practical production.  The topic will be 
Popular Music. 
 

Homework 
You will be expected to complete regular homeworks that assist with 
coursework completion and preparation for the exam. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“Media is a good 
choice because 

it is different 
from other 

subjects. You 
have the 

opportunity to 
create your own 
media as well as 
study it, but it is 
also academic”. 
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MUSIC 
 

Syllabus:  EDEXCEL GCSE 
 

Aim 
GCSE Music is a very practical subject which builds on performance 
standards achieved both in and out of the classroom.  In the course you will 
learn how to compose and develop skills in performing and appraising 
music. 
 
 

Content 
You will study 
 

• Structure in Western Classical Music 1600-1899 (ground bass 
and variations, ternary form, rondo) 

• Changing directions in Western Classical music from 1900 
(expressionism, experimental and electronic music) 

• Popular music in context (dance music 1985 – present day, 
songs from musicals, Britpop and its influences) 

• Indian raga, African music and fusions. 
 

Assessment 
Coursework 
Performing (30%) / composing (30%) 
 
Exam 
Listening written paper (40%) 
 
Performing - pupils are required to perform two pieces of music and one of 
the pieces must be together with at least one other person or a larger 
group. 
 
Composing - Pupils are required to compose two pieces of music, based 
on two areas of study. 
 
Listening paper – questions are based on the four areas of study. 
 
The performing 30% of the course is taken care of if you can already play 
an instrument or sing to a reasonable standard.  A musical and accurate 
performance of even a grade 2 standard piece could access you full marks 
for performing.  You do not have to even be this standard, but must be able 
to perform on an instrument or sing. 
 
 

Homework 
You will be expected to practise regularly and to work at composition 
projects. You should also take part in as much extra curricular music as 
possible. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“A great 
opportunity to 
perform and to 

grow in 
confidence”. 
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PERFORMING ARTS – SPECIALISING IN DANCE 

GCSE 

Syllabus:  AQA 

 

Aim 
To develop your knowledge and understanding of different dance styles and the 
contribution they make to the performing arts. 
 
 

Content 
The course is practical in it’s approach and it covers a wide range of dance styles. Any 
dance experience you may have had out of school is a useful asset but not essential. 
During the course you will be expected to undertake research and written work based on 
the dance styles for your portfolio as well as planning and evaluative work showing your 
understanding of your progress. 
 
 

Requirements 
You will need to have a good level of physical fitness and should have achieved a good 
standard of performance in dance at Key Stage 3. An interest in a wide range of dance 
styles and an ability to work collaboratively are essential. A creative flair and an eye for 
design are valuable assets. 
 
 

Assessment 
The single award incorporates two units: 
 
Unit 1 (worth 60% of the total mark) consisting of portfolio evidence based on your skill, 
development, knowledge and understanding, internally assessed and moderated; 
 
Unit 2 (worth 40% of the total mark) your showcase performance in response to the 
commission set by the examination board, externally assessed. 
 
 

Homework 
You will be set a piece of homework every week. This may take the form of written work 
or performance learning. 
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PHOTOGRAPHY 
 
Syllabus:  AQA GCSE 
 
 
 
Aim 
To develop your skills with Photography, to visit galleries and research the 
work of photographers and artists who use photography in their work and 
use this as inspiration for your own photography.  Also to produce a body 
of work which conveys your responses to the world around you. 

 
 
Content 
You will produce a portfolio of work which will consist of two or three 
themed projects, with each project based on a different theme. You will 
learn how to develop your digital photography skills and extend your ideas 
of what makes a good photo. You can submit digital photographs you 
have taken both in and outside school. In Autumn 2009 we ran small 
workshops where students made PHOTOGRAMS and worked on a 
fashion themed project with photographer, Maria Riese. 
 

 
Assessment 
You will be assessed throughout the course informally by your teacher.  
There is a ten hour externally set submission at the end of Year 11, which 
is assessed alongside your portfolio of coursework by your teacher and by 
moderation by the Exam Board.  You have 3 months to prepare for your 
exam which includes help from your teacher. 
 

 
Homework 
You complete homework each week. Homework tasks will include 
research into photographers’ work and practical tasks including the taking 
and presentation of photographs. 
 
 

Trips 
We aim to allow you to visit local places of interest which can inspire your 
photography. In 2009 Year 10 visited Chichester Cathedral and their 
photos taken there formed part of their coursework portfolio.  
 
We aim to visit relevant art and photography exhibitions in different 
locations including Pallant House Gallery, the National Portrait Gallery and 
the Victoria and Albert Museum. 
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION  
We offer 2 courses. 
Your PE teacher will advise you on which is more suitable for you. 
 

Course 1 
PE GCSE 

 

Syllabus:  AQA   GCSE 
         Physical Education  
 

Aim 
To enable you to enjoy and understand the benefits of living a healthy and 
active lifestyle. To provide a route to further study in Further Education awards 
such as A levels and/or the new Diplomas, and to Higher Education in PE as 
well as to related career opportunities. 
 
 

Content 
Theory: You will learn about health and fitness, training, diet, school influences, 
emotional health and well being, family, media and sponsorship influences as 
well as international factors etc. 
 
Practical: 4 assessments 

• From at least 2 groups 

• At least 2 performances must be as player/performer 

• At least one must be in a different role (official, captain etc.) 
 
 

Assessment 
1. Knowledge and understanding for the active participant          80 marks 
External assessment – 40% of the award                         Written paper 1½ hours 
 
Section A – Objective (multiple choice) tests and short answer questions. 
Section B – Extended written answers, based on scenario issued as Pre-release 
Material prior to the examination. 
 
2. The Active Participant                                                              90 marks 
Practical assessment – 60% of the award 
 
Practical activity groups include: 

• Games activities (basketball, netball, rounders, hockey, tennis, etc.) 

• Gymnastics activities (gymnastics, trampolining, cheerleading, etc.) 

• Dance activities (modern educational dance, street dance, etc.) 

• Athletic activities (athletics, cross country, competitive swimming, golf, 
etc.) 

• OAA activities (life saving, personal survival, sailing, etc.) 

• Health and fitness activities (aerobics, yoga, circuit training, etc.) 
 

Homework 
Homework will be based on the theory or practical sessions.  

PTO 
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OR 
 

Course 2 
PE BTEC 

 
This course leads to the equivalent to 2 GCSE grades. 
It will suit you if you prefer a more practical approach, with less theory and 
no final exam. 
 

Syllabus:  Edexcel Level 2 BTEC First Certificate in Sport 
 

Aim 
You will develop a range of skills, techniques, understanding of physical 
qualities and attitudes essential for success in working life. Specialist studies 
directly relating to sport and leisure will provide a stepping stone into 
employment in this area. 
 
 

Content 
Your study will involve work from four units: 
 

1. Fitness testing & Training 
2. Practical Sport 

 
Plus two more (units to be confirmed) 
 

Assessment 
All units are internally assessed and take the form of both practical and 
theoretical coursework. Your work is continually assessed with the opportunity 
to improve aspects if required. As there is no final exam, a large amount of 
written coursework is required. 
 
 

Homework 
You will be expected to complete homework arising from various aspects of the 
course. 
 
 
If all work is completed to a satisfactory standard you will achieve 2 GCSE 
equivalent grades for this subject. 
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PRODUCT DESIGN 
 

Syllabus: OCR   GCSE 
Pass Rate A-C 92% + 
 

Aim 
This course will encourage you to fully develop your Design capability.  We aim 
to build upon your current skills and knowledge in order to design and make 
products.  We aim to raise your ICT skills and confidence to a very high 
standard. 
 
This is the fourth year of running this course and the feedback has been very 
positive. We are recognised by the exam board as one of the best schools for 
OCR Product Design in the south. Our students work is used as exempla 
material across the country and in a new book just published.  
 

Content 
This is a mainly practical course. Initially in Year 10, you will complete teacher-
led projects raising your ability in manufacturing products using a variety of 
materials   Typical teacher led projects will include jewellery, electronic toys and 
Solar projects. 
 
You will have the opportunity to use some of the latest equipment in design and 
manufacturing, including a laser cutter, injection moulder, and a number of 
powerful CAD/CAM software. 
  
As part of your final assessment you will be required to design and produce a 
product of your choice.  For example: 

• Manufacture a new range of jewellery 

• Children’s Toys 

• MP3 docking station 
 

Assessment 
The assessment is divided into 4 units, which are tireless.  This means all 
students can access the higher grades. 
 
30% Coursework Design Portfolio 
30% Coursework Practical Task 
20% Technology Challenge (practical task over 6 hours) 
20% Examination 
 
Note: Students can re-sit or resubmit any unit twice to enable them to achieve 
the best possible grades. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“ I really 
enjoyed 

making my 
own silver 
jewellery 

and valued 
the input 
from a 

professional 
jeweller 

brought into 
our lessons” 

 
 

“This 
subject was 

the best 
GCSE 

result I got. 
I am so 

pleased I 
opted for 

this subject” 
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RELIGIOUS STUDIES 
Philosophy & Applied Ethics  
Syllabus:  OCR GCSE J121 
 
 
Aim 
To learn about: 

• The approaches of Religion and Philosophy to some of the most 
fundamental questions about human existence 

• The approaches of Religion and Ethics to some of the most important 
questions about how people behave and why 

 
Content 
This course will allow you to gain a qualification in a subject you have been 
studying most of your school life and let you build on the foundations this study 
has provided.  This subject is an excellent basis for moving onto AS or 
Advanced GCE in the Philosophy and Ethics area of RS. 
 
You will discover how the beliefs of religions affect the ways in which believers 
make decisions about moral issues and lead their lives.  You will study eight 
topics including: Deity, Religious & Spiritual Experience, End of Life, Good & 
Evil, Revelation Science & Religion, Relationships, Medical Ethics, Poverty & 
Wealth, Peace & Justice, Equality, Religion & Media. 
 
You should be the kind of pupil who enjoys discussions; who enjoys written 
work and who is willing to consider the ideas and beliefs of others.  You will be 
excited about trying to answer some difficult questions – Is there a God?  What 
is right and wrong?  Why do people have different beliefs? 
 
According to the philosopher A J Ayer, the business of philosophy is to clarify 
and analyse.  If anything, philosophy seems to make things more complex and 
confusing, and produce problems where none appeared before!  Are you ready 
to begin solving these problems? 

 
 
Assessment 

o At the end of Year 10 you will sit two exam papers: Philosophy 1 (1 Hour 
25%), Ethics 1. (1 Hour 25%) 

o At the end of Year 11 you will sit two exam papers: Philosophy 2 (1 Hour 
25%), Ethics 2 (1 Hour 25%) 

o All exam questions will be divided into five parts.  Each part will give you 
the chance to demonstrate a different skill. 

o You may re-sit each unit once 

 
Homework 
You will be expected to complete regular weekly homework assignments, 
including essay questions. You will be expected to regularly use Moodle as a 
research & support tool & encouraged to contribute to the GCSE forums. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“A more 
open 

minded look 
at life, 

religion and 
morals. 
Fun and 

interesting 
debating”. 

 
 
 
 
 

“RS helps 
you with all 

other 
subjects as 
it teaches 
you how to 
think and 

ask 
questions.” 
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SOCIOLOGY 
 

Syllabus:  OCR  GCSE  
 
 
 

Aim 
To investigate and understand Britain today.  A well-known Sociologist, 
Anthony Giddens describes this subject as “The study of human social life.  
It is a dazzling and compelling enterprise”. 
 
 

Content 
You will study: 
Unit B671: What is Sociology? 
Unit B672: Socialisation, Culture and Identity: The Family, Education and 
Crime and Deviance 
Unit B673: Applying Sociological Research Techniques 
 
You will bring with you a range of skills such as language; working with 
numbers and diagrams; knowledge of our past; the experience of being a 
school pupil and a member of a family in the Britain of the 21st Century. 
 
You will be the kind of pupil who enjoys discussions; who is interested in 
what is happening now; who enjoys written work; who wants to learn 
about all the different issues which for example explain why today there 
are rich and poor and different classes and ethnic groups in Britain today. 
 
 
This is a subject which will cater for your individual needs. If you intend 
leaving school at the end of Year 11 then you will have gained an 
important understanding of the adult world you are joining. If you intend 
continuing with your education Sociology can be studied at A-level in our 
Sixth Form and beyond at University. This is a tiered paper subject – all 
abilities are catered for. 
 
 

Assessment 
You will sit an exam on each unit. Entry will in January or June when you 
have completed a unit. 
 
 

Homework 
You will be expected to complete regular weekly homework assignments. 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 40 

 

TEXTILES 
ART & DESIGN 
 

Syllabus:  AQA  GCSE 
 
 

Aim 
This course aims to develop your creative and imaginative powers 
through following a GCSE course that is intellectually stimulating and 
challenging.  It offers the chance to express your ideas, feelings and 
meanings through visual and tactile forms. 
 

Content 
You will produce a portfolio of work which reflects your own experience 
and personal engagement within the learning opportunities provided. 
 
You will research, investigate and record observations using a range of 
textile media, techniques and processes including both traditional and 
new technologies. You will explore a range of dye and paint techniques 
including silk painting, batik and tie-dye. 
You will experience a varied range of stitched and constructed textile 
technique including appliqué, quilting, hand and machine embroidery, 
felting, fabric manipulation and 3D construction. 
You will gain knowledge and understanding of other artists, designers 
and craftspeople. You will use ICT to present your work to professional 
standards. 
 
As a textiles student you will have the opportunity to use the textile 
facilities during lunch times and after school. Attend extra curricular 
workshops on specialist textile techniques. Assist with costume design 
and manufacture for school productions. 
 
A qualification in Textiles can lead to numerous career opportunities in 
the Fashion, Retail and Textile Industries.  
 
 

Assessment 
You will be assessed by a combination of coursework and a portfolio of 
an externally set task of 10 hours duration. 
60% Coursework - portfolio 
40% Externally set task  
 

Homework 
You will be expected to complete various tasks related to your units of 
study. You will be required to provide an A1 Art and Design portfolio to 
present your evidence of portfolio coursework. You will be asked to 
contribute to the cost of your own materials. 
 

Visits 
You will visit Fashion Shows, Exhibitions, Museums and Galleries to 
enrich your areas of research and study. 
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THE DIPLOMA 
 

The Diploma is a new qualification that can be studied alongside GCSEs. It gives pupils the 
opportunity to learn in a creative way, combining classwork with hands-on experience. The 
Diploma can be studied at Foundation or Higher Level in Key Stage 4. Pupils who choose to 
study for a Diploma will cover core subjects including functional skills in English, Maths and 
ICT and other skills employers value like teamwork and problem-solving, along with subjects 
that relate to work. Please see the following table:- 
 

Principal 
Learning 

Generic Learning 

Additional 
or 

Specialist 
Learning 

 Main 
Subject 
e.g. 

Engineering 

Project Functional skills Work 
Experience 

Optional 
courses 
agreed 
with your 
teacher 

Equivalent 
to 

Foundation 
Diploma 
(Level 1) 

Practical 
assessments 
+ 1 exam 

Project 
ICT/Maths/English 
Level 1 

Minimum 
10 days 

5 x GCSEs 
(grade D-
G) 

Higher 
Diploma 
(Level 2) 

Practical 
assessments 
+ 1 exam 

Project 
ICT/Maths/English 
Level 2 

Minimum  
10 days 

GCSEs 

 

 
 
After completing the 14 – 16 Diploma a pupil can go on to study for the next level of Diploma or take a 
different type of qualification such as GCSE, A Level or Apprenticeship. 
 
The 14 – 16 Diplomas on offer in the Chichester Area are: 
  

Diploma Line (Main Subject) 
Foundation 
Diploma 
Taught at: 

Higher Diploma 
Taught at: 

Business, Administration 
And Finance 

Chichester High School for 
Boys and Chichester College 

Chichester High School for 
Boys and Chichester College 

Construction and the Built 
Environment 

Bognor Regis Community 
College and Chichester College 

Bognor Regis Community 
College and Chichester College 

Hospitality St Philip Howard and 
Chichester College 

St Philip Howard and 
Chichester College 

Society, Health and 
Development 

Bognor Regis Community 
College and Chichester College 

Bognor Regis Community 
College and Chichester College 

Creative and Media Westergate Community College Westergate Community College 

Engineering Chichester High School for 
Boys 

Chichester High School for 
Boys 

Hair and Beauty Manhood Community College 
and Chichester College 

Manhood Community College 
and Chichester College 

Information Technology Chichester High School for 
Boys and Felpham Community 
College 

Chichester High School for 
Boys and Felpham Community 
College 
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A Foundation Diploma is equivalent to 5 GCSEs at grades D-G 
A Higher Diploma is equivalent to 7 GCSEs at grades A* - C. 
 
The Diploma will be taken instead of 3 subjects. This is equivalent to 2 or 3 days a fortnight, 
according to level.  
 
Important: The Diploma is not suitable for all pupils. Pupils expressing an interest in a 
Diploma course should tick the box on the Choices Form. We will contact these pupils for 
further discussion & explanation.  
 
In addition, although these Diplomas are running in the area, there may not be places available on 
them all. If a pupil is interested in taking one of these courses we will approach the institutions 
concerned to establish availability. 
 
For further details of individual Diploma courses, please contact the Deputy Head, Mr D Williams. 
 
For further information on Diplomas visit : 
 
www.direct.gov.uk/diplomas 
www.myfuturesussex.com 
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
 
 

YEAR 10 & 11 COURSES 2010-2012 – My Choices 
Record of your choices for you to keep 

 
 
Name:........................................................................................  Form: ..................................... 
 
 

Core subjects English Maths Science 
RS (½ 
GCSE) 

CPSHE PE 

 
 
 
   

My choices:: 1   

 2   

 3   

 4   

 5*    

  * Reserve in case it proves impossible to combine your other choices 

 

 
 


